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AN  APPEAL  TO  YOU! 


The  foreign  sounding  names  appended  to  this  appeal 
which  you  may  try  to  decipher,  are  the  names  of  Polish  poets, 
playwrights,  novelists,  essayists,  artists  and  scholars.  We  are 
a  small  fraction  of  the  great  community  of  Polish  artists  and 
men  of  letters,  against  whom  in  our  native  land  turned  the 
frenzied  fury  of  the  German  invaders. 

We,  who  succeeded  in  reaching  this  country,  appeal  to  you 
for  help. 

We  represent  different  political  and  social  opinions,  but 
we  are  acting  collectively  and  unanimously  in  this  matter 
of  a  humanitarian  nature,  which  concerns  the  duty  of  the 
civilised  world  towards  perishing  Warsaw. 

Not  all  the  details  of  the  Warsaw  tragedy  are  available 
to  you  or  known  even  to  us.  The  judgement  of  the  political 
aspects  of  the  Warsaw  rising  must  be  postponed  until  all 
elements  relevant  to  this  matter  become  known. 

Nevertheless,  the  fact  remains,  that  Warsaw — for  more  than 
a  year  invoked  to  rise  against  the  Germans  by  broadcasts  in 
the  Polish  language  transmitted  from  Moscow,  and  constantly 
encouraged  by  British  and  American  broadcasts  to  collaborate 
loyally  with  the  Red  Army — has  risen  in  arms  at  a  moment, 
when  the  Eastern  suburbs  of  the  city  reverberated  with  the 
thunder  of  Russian  guns,  when  German  military  detachments 
and  administrative  units  were  preparing  to  evacuate  their 
offices  from  the  city,  when  the  Capital  was  exposed  to  Ger¬ 
man  demolitions,  deportations  of  hostages  and  general  chaos. 

The  Polish  Underground  Army,  disciplined  and  ready  for 
battle,  regarded  this  the  right  moment  for  taking  the  field 
openly  in  an  armed  rising.  This  decision  turned  into  a  dread¬ 
ful  tragedy  for  Warsaw.  The  echoes  of  the  battle  waged  on 
the  Eastern  fringe  of  Warsaw — as  reported  to  London  by 
the  Commander  of  the  Underground  Army,  General  Bor — 
died  down.  With  savage  bestiality  the  Germans  are  wreaking 
their  vengeance  upon  the  Poles,  who  for  five  weeks  now  have 
been  fighting  alone. 

German  bombers  are  laying  in  ruins  one  house  after 
another,  one  quarter  of  th^g^^er  another.  Not  a  single 
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Allied  fighter  plane,  from  bases  only  fifteen  minutes  flying 
time  away,  has  appeared  in  the  air  over  the  city,  which  is 
without  water,  without  food,  without  shelters  and  without 
anti-aircraft  defences.  Twenty  thousand  men,  women  and 
children  have  been  killed,  during  the  first  fortnight,  by  bombs 
from  the  air  alone.  But  one  week  before  the  rising,  Allied 
bombers,  amply  protected  by  fighters,  were  over  Warsaw, 
bombing  the  railway  station  and  other  military  targets. 

Young  and  old,  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls,  are  fighting 
in  Warsaw.  They  are  fighting  with  petrol-filled  bottles 
against  tanks,  with  revolvers  against  heavy  guns,  with 
improvised  hand  grenades  against  mortars  and  machine  guns. 
They  lack  medicines,  penicillin  or  sulpha,  blood  plasma 
or  angesthetics  and  they  have  not  asked  for  them.  Until 
recently,  their  only  worry  was  arms  and  munitions.  But  their 
courage  and  contempt  of  death  cannot  avail  against  the  mon¬ 
strous  superiority  of  a  modern  war  machine. 

The  nearest  and  safest  way  of  supplying  arms  to  Warsaw, 
the  way  from  the  East,  is  closed.  During  the  last  week  the 
radio  station  of  the  Warsaw  insurgents  broadcast  a  heart¬ 
rending  appeal  to  the  International  Red  Cross  asking  for 
food  to  be  supplied  to  a  hundred  thousand  starving  men, 
women  and  children  driven  away  from  the  city. 

American  and  British  planes  which  were  ready  to  fly 
quantities  of  food  for  the  people  of  Warsaw  have  been  refused 
by  the  Soviet  authorities  facilities  for  landing  on  Soviet 
occupied  territory. 

We  are  witnessing  the  death  of  a  city  harbouring  a 
million  people,  the  destruction  of  a  population,  whose  only 
sin  is  the  will  for  freedom  and  loyalty  to  the  Allies,  the  ruin 
of  national  memorials,  churches  and  museums,  art  treasures 
and  irreplaceable  cultural  values.  We  are  witnessing  the 
infliction  of  such  monstrous  wrongs  that  in  face  of  them  all 
ideology,  all  alleged  causes  and  aims  of  this  war,  all  that 
makes  life  worth  living  becomes  meaningless,  while  all  pro¬ 
grammes,  treaties,  pledges  and  assurances  become  a  mockery. 

In  the  name~of  thousands  of  Polish  airmen  who  gave  their 
lives  in  the  defence  of  this  island  during  the  Battle  of  Britain, 
in  the  name  of  Polish  sailors  who  perished  in  the  Arctic  seas 
•escorting  Allied  convoys  to  Murmansk  and  Archangel,  in  the 


name  of  Polish  soldiers  whose  graves  are  scattered  at  Narvik 
and  Tobruk,  at  Gazala  and  Monte  Cassino,  at  Ancona  and 
Falaise,  we  ask  you  to  help. 

We  are  not  asking  you  to  contribute  money  or  make  dona¬ 
tions.  We  need  your  voice,  we  need  your  pen  and  your  courage 
at  a  time  when  courage  is  needed  to  call  for  help  for  a 
perishing  ally,  when  courage  is  needed  to  demand  that  wrongs 
should  be  redressed. 

London,  September  1st,  1944. 

STANISLAW  BALINSKI  *  ANTONI  BOGUSLAWSKI  *  F.  B. 
CZARNOMSKI  *  Dr.  WITOLD  CZERWINSKI  *  ADAM  CIOLKOSZ 
MARIAN  CZUCHNOWSKI  *  MARIA  DANILEWICZOWA 
Dr.  KAROL  ESTREICHER  *  Dr.  ZBIGNIEW  GRABOWSKI 
Prof.  STEFAN  GLAZER  *  WACLAW  GRUBINSKI  *  Prof. 
OLGIERD  GORKA  *  MARIAN  HEMAR  *  Prof.  BRONISLAW 
HELCZYNSKI  *  ALEKSANDER  JANTA  *  Prof.  ANTONI 
JURASZ  *  Prof.  WOJCIECH  JASTRZEBOWKI  *  JANINA 
KONARSKA  *  MILA  KAMINSiKA  *  MARIA  KUNCEWICZOWA 
JERZY  KUNCEWICZ  *  TOLA  KORIAif  *  STEFANIA 
KOSSOWSKA  *  ADAM  KOSSOWSKI  *  STEFAN  KLECZKOWSKI 
ZYGMUNT  LITYNSKI  *  HENRYK  MIEROWSKI  *  Dr. 
ZYGMUNT  NOWAKOWSKI  *  ZYGMUNT  NAGORSKI,  Jr. 
BEATA  OBERTYNSKA  *  ALEKSANDER  PISKOR  *  CZESLAW 
POZNANSKI  Prof.  ADAM  PRAGIER  *  ANTONI  SLONIMSKI 
Prof.  STANISLAW  STRONSKI  *  Prof.  ADAM  SKAPSKI 
Prof.  TADEUSZ  SULIMIRSKI  *  ST.  STRUMPH-WOJTKIEWICZ 
Dr.  I.  SCHWARCBART  *  CASIMIR  SMOGORZEWSKI 
FLORIAN  SOKOLOW  *  HENRYK  SCHONFELD  *  FELIKS 
TOPOLSKI  *  Dr.  TYMON  TERLECKI  *  BOLESLAW 
WIERZBIANSKI  *  STEFANIA  ZAHORSKA  *  KAROL 
ZBYSZEWSKI  *  Prof.  FERDYNAND  ZWEIG  *  Prof. 
ADAM  ZOLTOWSKI  *  ALEKSANDER  ZYW 
MAREK  ZULAWSKI. 


Note. — Correspondence  relating  to  this  Appeal  to  be 
addressed  to  : 

THE  SECRETARY,  POLISH  P.E.N.  CLUB, 

45,  Belgrave  Square,  S.W.l. 


St.  Clements  frets,  Ltd.,  Portugal  Street,  Kingsway,  IF.  C.  2 


